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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2630

Introduced by Assembly Member Salas
(Coauthors: Assembly M embersArambula, Atkins, Bigelow, Bloom,
Bonta, Brown, Gray, Mathis, Medina, Olsen, Patterson, Quirk,
and Santiago)
(Coauthors: Senators Berryhill, Cannella, Fuller, Galgiani, and Pavley)

February 19, 2016

An act to add Section 399.23 to the Public Utilities Code, relating to
electricity.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2630, as amended, Salas. Sar-Jeaguin-Yaltey-Clean-Energy-and
JebsAet-California Renewabl es Portfolio Sandard Program: el ectrical
transmission planning.

Existing law relative to electrical restructuring, within the Public
Utilities Act, establishes the Independent System Operator to ensure
the efficient use and reliable operation of the electric transmission grid.
The California Renewables Portfolio Standard Program requires the
Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to establish arenewables portfolio
standard requiring all retail sellers, as defined, to procure a minimum
quantity of electricity productsfrom eligible renewabl e energy resources,
as defined, so that the total kilowatthours sold to their retail end-use
customers achieves 25% of retail salesby December 31, 2016, 33% by
December 31, 2020, 40% by December 31, 2024, 45% by December
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31, 2027, and 50% by December 31, 2030. The program additionally
requires each local publicly owned electric utility, as defined, to procure
a minimum quantity of electricity products from eligible renewable
energy resources to achieve the procurement requirements established
by the program. The Renewable Energy Transmission Initiative is a
statewide initiative to help identify transmission projects to
accommodate the state’'s renewable energy goals.
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This bill would require the Independent System Operator, when
undertaking transmission planning activities, to take into account a
specified report relating to solar photovoltaic system development in
the San Joaquin Valley and specified principles of transmission corridor
planning developed by the State Energy Resources Conservation and
Devel opment Commission (Energy Commission). Thebill would require
the Energy Commission, the PUC, and the Independent System
Operator, when undertaking activities as part of the Renewable Energy
Transmission Initiative, to take into account the above-specified report
and principles.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Itistheintent of the Legislature that the state’s
processes for identifying and planning for electrical transmission
proj ects take into account the May 2016 Solar Convening Report,
titted “A Path Forward: Identifying Least-Conflict Solar PV
Development in California’'s San Joaquin Valley, ” and the
principles of transmission corridor planning developed by the
Sate Energy Resources Conservation and Development
Commission in response to Senate Bill 2431 (Chapter 1457 of the
Satutes of 1988), known as the Garamendi Principles.

SEC. 2. Section 399.23 is added to the Public Utilities Code,
to read:

399.23. (@) The Independent System Operator, when
undertaking transmission planning activities, shall take into
account the May 2016 Solar Convening Report, titled “ A Path
Forward: Identifying Least-Conflict Solar PV Development in
California's San Joaquin Valley’ and the principles of
transmission corridor planning developed by the Energy
Commission in response to Senate Bill 2431 (Chapter 1457 of the
Satutes of 1988), known as the Garamendi Principles.

(b) The Energy Commission, the commission, and the
Independent System Oper ator, when undertaking activitiesas part
of the Renewable Energy Transmission Initiative, shall take into
account the May 2016 Solar Convening Report and the Garamendi
Principles.
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